MATENADARAN
Mesrop Mashtots Institute of Ancient Manuscripts
and “Friends of the Matenadaran” Benevolent Fund
express their gratitude to
“JTIARMENIA” CJSC

for supporting the publication of this album

vuustLuturuv




UustLUYULUL
UsULrNM UucSNSk U LY UL 2P L Q60U LELE P LUSRSORS

ONFAEL FULPDO3UL (FULQ3UL)

U wwnGuwnwnpwuh
inhGabpwaghunwlwu W pwpunbguanpwlwu
dwnwugnLpjnLun

GLEIUL
2025



MESROP MASHTOTS MATENADARAN

ROUBEN GALICHIAN

Cosmographic & Geographic

Heritage in the Matenadaran

YEREVAN
2025



UDC 09

COSMOGRAPHIC & GEOGRAPHIC HERITAGE IN THE MATENADARAN. Information about the sources
of astronomical, astrological, geographical and cartographical information kept in the manuscripts and archives
of the Matenadaran / Rouben Galichian - Yerevan, Armenia, Matenadaran 2025, 160 pages.

The album has been prepared for the public at large, with special attention and basic information provided
for scholars interested in the related subjects who would like to have some basic information about the wealth
of medieval and old sources regarding geography, cartography as well as astronomy and astrology kept in the
archives and manuscripts of the Matenadaran. For researchers this album could be an introductory source for
the type and sort of information in the Matenadaran which is available to the public, which could be useful for
further and wider studies and researches.

To be filed under the following categories: Geography, cartography, maps, atlases, astronomyj, astrology, history,
religion and Armenian manuscripts.

ISBN 978-9939-897-40-0

Front cover image - Manuscript 1780 folio 307a, Fig. 1.28 of the Album, dated 1617.
Back cover image — Ebstorf Map, Fig. 2.03 of the Album, circa 1234.

© Matenadaran - 2025
© Rouben Galichian - 2025
© Theo Maarten van Lint - 2025 (Preface only)



| ist of Contents

Director’s Message: The Reader of History’s Diagrams

Preface: Theo Maarten Van Lint, University of Oxford

Author’s Note

The Geographic and Cosmographic Heritage of the Matenadaran
Maps and Drawings from the Manuscripts in the Matenadaran

Printed Maps in the Matenadaran Collections

Selection of Printed Maps and their Descriptions

Part 1 - A Selection of Important Maps from the Earliest Period to the End of the 17* Century
Part 2 - A Selection of Maps Printed During the 18" Century

Part 3 - A Selection of Maps Printed During and After the 19 Century
List of Atlases in the Matenadaran

Appendix: The Meaning of “Kara” or “Ghara” Prefix in the Toponyms
Maps and Images Presented in the Album

Bibliography

Index of Names

Biography and Books Authored by R. Galichian

10

11

14

59

60

86

108

141

145

149

155

156

159






The Reader of History's Diagrams

The history of the Matenadaran’s collections is a story of steadfast individual efforts and personal devotion — an
enduring testament to the profound consciousness of the preservation of cultural heritage. Throughout the years, these
individuals have been held in special esteem, and today, their involvement in the Matenadaran’s institutional mission
is officially recognized as a priority. The exhibitions Cherished Names: The Homecoming of Manuscripts and One Year’s
Eternity: Manuscript Replenishments of the Matenadaran, held in 2023-2024, were conceived with this very purpose:
to recognize and celebrate those individuals without whom the enrichment of the Matenadaran’s collections would be
unimaginable.

Undoubtedly, one of these devoted names is that of the geographer and cartographer Rouben Galichian, whose
contribution to the collection, study, and popularization of Armenian cultural artifacts — particularly historical maps —
is difficult to overestimate. Thanks to his research, we deepen and expand our understanding of Armenian history and
Caucasian studies, gaining a solid foundation to counter the persistent distortion of historical facts. Rouben Galichian’s
response to such falsifications is the Fact itself — the maps preserved in medieval manuscripts and created across different
historical periods—whose authenticity, at least by scholarly criteria, is indisputable.

This study presents Armenian manuscript heritage in a new light. The manuscript collection of the Matenadaran
is primarily perceived by both the international scholarly community and the broader public as possessing exceptional
textual and miniature artistic value. However, the maps, which are featured in this work, hold immeasurable historical
significance. In the book, the author also introduces the invaluable cartographic collection donated to the Matenadaran.

In congratulating the author on this unique and important publication, I also express my gratitude for donating the
cartographic collection to the Matenadaran, for being continuously involved in the institution’s activities, and for the
significant contribution to the public dissemination and internationalization of the collections.

Ara Khzmalyan

Director of the Matenadaran

Mesrop Mashtots Institute of Ancient Manuscripts
Yerevan



Author's Nolte

Some 25 years ago, during my researches in the Matenadaran for my book
Historic Maps of Armenia, 1 also looked in the manuscript archives of the
Matenadaran to find cartographical and geographical information available in
the old manuscripts. I soon encountered many manuscripts which contained
materials on cartographic, geographic, cosmographic, astronomic and
astrological fields of knowledge, all coming from the medieval periods.

A few of these I used in my second book entitled Countries South of the
Caucasus in Medieval Maps, 2007. However, the bulk of these materials still
remain unpublished.

Some of these materials might well be interesting subjects for non-
Armenian scholars, who are not aware of the existence of such materials in the
Matenadaran. Usually, information about these manuscripts is only available
locally, or through the digital archives which, again, are mainly in Armenian,
therefore non-Armenians have little information about the existence of such
materials kept in the Matenadaran.

Back in 2024 I was searching for a way to reveal the existence of these
materials to an international audience, and therefore with English explanations
for the benefit of non-Armenian scholars who might be interested in these
subjects. The idea of preparing an album containing images and basic
explanatory information about these manuscripts, as well as other cartographic
material held in the Matenadaran, gradually developed.

I suggested the idea of preparing an illustrated album, presenting the
images and some texts from the manuscripts, to Mr Khzmalyan, Director of
the Matenadaran, who welcomed and approved the idea, encouraging me to
begin working on the project.

For helping me during the preparatory stages of the work, I wish to thank
all the Matenadaran management and employees, who did everything in
their power to facilitate my work. Especially the colleagues in the Manuscript
Department, who helped me in translating the Old Armenian texts, as well as
those in the Scanning Department, who did their utmost to prepare high quality
scans of all the materials chosen.

The album will be a guide for all non-Armenians to realise and actually see
what geographic, cosmographic and cartographic information is available for
in-depth study in the archives of the Matenadaran.

Rouben Galichian
April 2025, Yerevan



Preface

The Matenadaran, the Mesrop Mashtots Institute for Ancient Manuscripts,
is home to the largest collection of Armenian manuscripts in the world. Over
a long number of years, its treasures have been presented to the international
community of scholars and the wider interested public in many often
sumptuously illustrated books, in particular focusing on the rich tradition
of Armenian manuscript illumination. The book the reader has just opened
is different. Compiled by Dr Rouben Galichian on invitation of Mr Arayik
Khzmalyan, Director of the Matenadaran, it presents to the public a series
of the Matenadaran’s collections centring on cartography, the depiction
of heaven and earth and its many regions, through maps. With this book,
the Matenadaran and Dr Galichian do the interested public a great service,
disclosing the riches of representations in maps of Armenians’ perception of
geography and cosmography throughout the ages, spanning the seventh to the
nineteenth centuries.

As is the case with manuscript illuminations - one of the enduring glories of
Armenian culture - so also in geography, cosmography and its cartography, the
Armenian mind and its genius did not work in isolation from the wider world,
being well aware of the achievements of Egyptian, Mesopotamian and Greek
antiquity, and of classical Roman insights. Making ample use of Islamic and
Medieval European advancements in cartography, the Armenians produced
a variety of maps over the centuries, in manuscripts, in printed works and as
separate items.

Some examples may illustrate the variety and unexpected connections that
Armenian cartography has to offer. Manuscript Matenadaran no. 5975, dates
from 1467 and seeks to explain on folio 68" the ‘darkening of the sun) lasting
for three hours, that the Gospels state accompanied the crucifixion of Christ
(see fig. 1.14). It offers both a diagram as illustration of the relevant positions



of sun and moon over this period of time and an accompanying text, together
explaining the phenomenon, taking into account scientific knowledge of
the time. Since total solar eclipses last only minutes, the text stipulates that
the moon orbited the earth not in twenty-four, but forty-eight hours; the
explanation offered thus hovering between a scientific and a metaphysical one.

In the sample given on fol. 115" from manuscript M1770, which was
copied a century later, in 1589, the emphasis given is slightly different, while
still based on a full solar eclipse (see fig. 1.16). A comparable diagram is offered,
without inscribed text, but underneath it full attention is given to the role
the extraordinary eclipse at Christ’s crucifixion played in the conversion to
Christianity of Dionysius the Areopagite, who witnessed it at Baalbek, where a
famous temple dedicated to the sun stood and where astronomy was paramount.
The phenomenon planted the seed for the Areopagite’s conversion upon Paul’s
preaching in Athens, related in the Acts of the Apostles. With this first-century
Dionysius are connected the mystical works of the anonymous, probably sixth-
century author ‘Dionysius the Areopagite’, a central contributor to Christian
mysticism. The author of this text is Yakob Ghrimetsi or James of Crimea (c.
1360 - 1426), author, among other works of treatises on the calendar.

As a final example an only slightly later manuscript, M1780, which was
copied in 1617 (fol. 303, see fig. 1.25) gives an illustration of the eye beholding
the stars in the night sky, together with a brief description “This is the likeness
of cosmography, which is the description of heaven and earth,” and “This is
the likeness of geography, which is the description of the world of (this) earth”.
The text underneath refers for these definitions to the German mathematician,
astronomer, and geographer Johannes Werner, Vernerus in Latin (1468 -
1522).
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The section devoted to printed maps similarly presents a rich collection
stretching over six centuries. These examples are a mere foretaste of things to
come: they invite the reader to immerse themselves in this treasure-trove of a

book.

Dr Galichian has been a discerning collector of maps throughout his life,
and has authored a series of books based on his own collection as well as on
those of the great depositories in the world. The donation of the result of his
lifelong gathering to the Matenadaran is a significant addition to an already
excellent collection.

This book brings together the riches of the Matenadaran’s ever expanding
treasure-house in order to offer a view of them under Dr Galichian’s guidance.
This richly illustrated work is not meant as a scholarly publication, but it does
seek to acquaint the interested public, and there will be plenty of scholars
among them, with the cartographic legacy of Armenia. May it serve to kindle
the interest of those already interested in cartography, but unacquainted with
Armenia’s contribution to it in production and in inspiration, as well as new
readers whose enthusiasm it will rouse more deeply to study this rich tradition.

Theo Maarten van Lint

Calouste Gulbenkian Professor of Armenian Studies
University of Oxford

April 2025




